Thomas Jeffry Cook
December 3, 1953 - August 27, 2020

Thomas Jeffry Cook, 66, passed away in his sleep during the early hours of August 27th,
2020, after a month-long fight with brain cancer.
The youngest of four children, Tom was born in Miami on December 3rd, 1953, to Jesse
Linton and Betty (Willis) Cook. His childhood was spent climbing trees and making
mischief, with little focus on his studies (much to the chagrin of his grade school teachers).
In 1982 he joined the Military Park Fire Department, which was soon merged into Palm
Beach County Fire Rescue. A member of the Special Operations unit and hazmat team,
Tom served there until his retirement in 2011. Being a firefighter was the most defining
feature of his character; for over 30 years he helped save countless lives and truly made a
difference in the world.
During a shift in February of 1983 he found himself running into the same young EMT over
and over, even on different calls. She caught his eye and left quite the impression, so he
learned her name and sent her a dozen roses. Thomas and Susan (Meikle) married
December 3rd of that year (a date she knew he couldn’t forget) and they celebrated their
36th anniversary in 2019. Tom had always wanted a son and the births of his two boys,
Brian and Scott, were among the biggest highlights of his life.
Without exaggeration Tom was a friend to everyone, from the cashiers at Publix or the
staff at the Pancake House, to the strangers he’d meet in line at Dunkin Donuts. It was a
running joke that it was impossible to take him anywhere without running into someone he
knew. And that spirit didn’t stop with people either; he researched and put together his
own large animal rescue equipment, responding to several calls on his day off to help
save trapped horses — a legacy that lives on today, as he donated everything to Fire
Rescue upon his retirement.
Whether Tom was sharing his knowledge of history with friends at WWII and Vietnam
reenactment events, hosting family game nights and playing cards long into the night, or
bottle-feeding one of the 97 kittens he fostered across a three-year span — he lived life to
the fullest. Tom was particularly excited to play Santa at his local PetCo, posing for photos
with dogs, bearded dragons, rats, and everything in between. In fact, although he retired
in 2011 he would still get up early every morning and visit his old fire station to feed the
feral cats that lived in the woods nearby.

Tom is survived by his wife, Susan; his sons, Brian and Scott; his mother, Betty; his
siblings Charles, Judy, and Beth; numerous nieces and cousins; and many pets, including
his cats Onyx and Little One.
Late one teary night before he passed, Tom quietly said, “I hope I did a good job.” Taking
his hand, we told him he was the best of us and that we were very proud.
Family, friends, and others whose lives Tom touched will be invited to celebrate his life at a
later date, once it is safe to do so. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to the
Palm Beach County Firefighters Benevolent Fund (http://www.firefighterbenevolent.org/ind
ex.html).

Comments

“

Tom Cook was an excellent person and friend. One of Tom’s hobbies was
volunteering at a mobile military museum. Tom was always excited to meet people
and veterans and teach them about the history of the American Army during World
War Two and the Vietnam war. Tom Cook will be greatly missed by his friends from
the Second Infantry Division. Second to None, rest easy buddy.

James Aliseo - September 23, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

This picture was the first year Tom was Santa at Petco Lake Worth. That beard gave
him such a hassle. So much so that he started growing his beard out months in
advance for the Pictures with Santa event...every year... A yearly event that benefited
the animals
Tom and Sue were such a huge part of Petco Lake Worth, and when I changed
stores, they did too. Scott was always there too. A family dedicated to helping the
animals
Always smiling, joking And Helping
My heart breaks for Sue, Brian, Scott and the rescue world
Rest In Peace Tom, you have touched more than you could ever imagine

Jeri - September 10, 2020 at 08:42 PM

“

Tom, (crash) Cook was one of the finest people and firefighter I have had the
pleasure to call my friend. I sat on the hiring board that started his career. We shared
many wonderful and funny times together. My thoughts and prayers are with the
family.
Sincerely, David Blount

David Blount - September 10, 2020 at 03:40 PM

“

Tom was very instrumental in getting me to become a Volunteer at Military Park FD in
1983. Without Tom's help I never would have been a firefighter or he'd the pleasure
to work with Tom. Thank you for the help and memories.

Fred George - September 09, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of the loss of Brother Cook. Know that he made a huge impact
on so many young firefighters and on the citizens he served with distinction. Rest In
Peace brother and you did GREAT all the way around!

Neil Isler - September 08, 2020 at 03:57 PM

“

I remember Tom from S.A.V.E.S. Ambulance and as a co-worker at Military Park Fire
Department. He was always a great help and good friend. My thoughts and prayers
are with Sue and the children.

Doris Joyner - September 08, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

let me tell you about tom the many years i have known him i have to say it was never
a dull moment he always found a way to make you laugh with his crazy jokes or his
crazy saying. he was a whip kinda guy if things needed to be done believe me he
made sure it was done. i will truly miss him. my condolence to his entire family.

donna j rampersad - September 08, 2020 at 10:36 AM

“

Tom was one of the most knowledgeable people in Special Ops, but also humble and
friendly to all. Everyone who interacted with Tom benefitted from his presence.
Rest in peace, brother.

Tom Owens - September 07, 2020 at 12:12 PM

“

A true loss of a great firefighter and friend (station 31). My thoughts are with his
family.
-Chris Permenter

Chris Permenter - September 07, 2020 at 11:21 AM

“

I started working at Military Park in 1984. Tom was one of the 1st people to share his
knowledge with me of hazardous materials. He also showed me how to drive the
trucks and showed me the ropes of the fire service. I remember Tom as a quiet
person, but very pleasant and nice, always willing to help. I must admit, Tom and I
were never very close in a social way but his passing brings me sorrow because of
his kindness to me when I was still a rookie. I hope his family can take solace in
knowing that he made a difference not only in my life and those he worked with along
with the citizens he served.

Kem Mason - September 07, 2020 at 08:12 AM

“

Tom was already working forMPFF when I went to work there. He was well respected
knowledgeable and approachable. RIP Tom

Joel Brier - September 07, 2020 at 07:52 AM

“

I worked with Tom at station 23 right after consolidation and again when he was on
Sp Ops. Always a team player and happy to help the community. Rest in Peace
Brother.

vicki sheppard - September 07, 2020 at 03:04 AM

“

Thank you, Tom, for your service to Palm Beach County community. You helped save
many lives and homes during your career. Thank you for your love of animals.
Rescuing Boxers, taking care of feral cats, fostering all the baby kitties, and being a
foster failure many times and finding a place in your home for 1 more fur baby to find
their "furever" home. Most of all, thank you for being a loving husband and father to
my sister Susie and my nephews Brian and Scott. You will forever be missed.

Benita Booth - September 04, 2020 at 10:27 PM

“

Oh Cookie Puss I just heard. I am so sorry and my thoughts and prayers are with
you, Brian and Scott and family. Sue Allen

Sue Allen - September 03, 2020 at 08:01 PM

“

24 files added to the album Memories Album

Brian Cook - September 02, 2020 at 02:24 PM

